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September 30, 2003

Mr. David Balloff

Assistant Administrator. far Government and [ndustry Aflurs
Federal Aviation Adntinistration

800 Independence Ave. SW

Room 1022

Washington, D.C. 20591

Dear Mr, Balloffs

Enclosed is u copy of correspandence | received from: . Ihe letter raises
sorne serious concems about the Mitsubishi MU-2-B. | would certainly appreciate it if you would
carefully review this matier and-provide me with an appropriate response.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

With best regards,
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Aupust 16, 2005

senuior Faul Sarbanes
Fower [, Suite 1710
100 5. Charles §t.
Baltimore, M1 21203

Re: Mitsubishi MU-2-B Aireralt Crash Record

I write to you today to request your assistance with a matter of grave import involving the
Mitsubishi M1-2<B sircraft. Congressmen Tom Tancredo, Mark Udall, and Bob Beauprez and
Congresswoman Diana DeGette, along with Senator Ken Salazar, all of Colerado have
collectively recognized the need for immediate intervention oh a political level and have sent
correspondence to Marion Blakey, Administrator of the FAA (copies available upon request). In
response to the pressure from the politicians in Colorado, the FAA has agreed to begin an
investigation into the airworthiness of the MU-2, You may review an article the Washington
I'imes ran on August 11, 2005 i in mspnme to the pressure from Colorado
hitp:/www.washtimes.com/bus 20050810-092826-7129¢.htm. -1 humbly request that you

join the other political figures in grounding the MU-2 before more lives are lost.

My dear friend, Killed pre May 14, 2004 when the MU-2 he was flying
for Epps Aviation, & contractor for the Fmim-a! Reserve, crashed upen approach o the BWI
airport at 7:30.am on a cloudlessiday. He was about 300 yards from the runway, had been
cleared to land for the third frime that day at the same airport, when he dropped off radar,
crashing into a congested residential area,

Since January 2004, 10 MU-2's have crash ngin 10 deaths: The MU-2 (known:as the

“Kill You 2, and “The Widow Maqu ; ﬂdt circles) has been involved in 188 accidents since
1962 - 239 people have died in 75 different fital accidents. Remarkably, only 728 such planes
were produeed by Mitsubishi, mwmngﬁtﬁsrrwef 25% of MU-23 ever made have ¢rashed!

Upon review of the NTSB records available an the intemet, one would note the unusuatly bigh
number of incidents involving propeller failyre, loss of power, and loss of torque. Regrettably,
rather than investigate the root causes of erashes involving these scenarios, the NTSB reports
senerally attribute the crashes to “pilot error.”™ The unusually high occurrence of these issues and
complaints should reasonably lead oneto conclude that we are actually dealing with a problem
nherent in the aircrafl, not the pilots who fly them.

Robert Cadwalader . a pilot with 35 years experience and an expert in the design failures

\nherent in the MU-2, states that the aircrafi’s design is such that it employs a very small, straight
wing in arder to achieve impressive in={light performance. However, because of this design
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feature. the dirersdl meeds very bupe Daps W dllow for slower wkeoft and landing spveds
feesatlutigd the wse ol spotlers,

bortantely i certsn low altiiude. low girspeed conditions deflecting 2 spuiier will inereas:
drag 4t a time when additional Tt is required. This situation is exacerbated il an eigine is lost on
takenfl. the landing pear is raised, the gircrali is at its maximum gross weight, und the airticld s
clevation is above 50007 MSL. Mr. Cadwalader also stated that pust-nceident reports that blame
the prlot for “falling 1o maintain aircraft control” are fiar too qimpli-:un. this airerafl can pul n
pilot in a position that is umpossible to control! Because an entire wing can stall "all at once’, the
MLI-2B can go completely outof contml in less than one second (at least two Mipped upside
down before the pilots could react).” (as excerpted from Congressman Tancredo's letter 1o
Madam Blakey). lh- casg, he had 681 control and was dead less thun 40 seconds afler his
last routine contact with the BW1 control tower,

[Recognizing that many issues surrounding liability and accountability would normally be
resolved in the courts, you must be advised this is not possible with the MU-2, The General
Aviation Rehabilitation Act of 1996 ereated 4 statute of repose that effectively prohibits law suits
agalnst the plane’s manufacturer, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, for incidents resultant from
design defects or failures unless it can be proven the company knew of these issues and failed to
report them. Clearly, an insurmotntable obstacle. Furthermore, the companies that fly these
planes — mainly check haulers and other small cargo operators; insurance premiums are
prohibitively steep for passenger use -- due to their relatively low cost, high efficiency and big
payioad are not held acco le for proper maintenance, initial and recurrent training, and other
responsibilitics due to the limits of workers compensation laws-in rmiost states. And the
government is nof msponmb{efnr cpnttacting work out to the lowest bidder regardless of the
human toll. As a result, there is only one alternative. The planie needs to be grounded.

Apparently even Mitsubishi now recognizes that:it can no longer deny that 2 problem exists. As
Congressman Tom Tancredo noted in'his June 23. 2005 letter to FAA Administrator Blakey.
“Back in October, 1997, the FAA put forth an airworthiness directive (14 CFR Part 39 [62 FR
51594 NO. 191 I0/02!97] Docket No. 97-CE-94-AD; Amendment 39-10150; AD 97-20-14)
stating that current training levels of pilots of thie MU-2B made i it difficult for them to- recogrize
adverse operating conditions. While this AD relnled ‘more specifically with flying in icing
conditions, tmwjﬁcuuy, 0 ligs to loss s of mcn sityations, The AD recommended
additional pdutttmnmg. It should e ﬂ:m' r the Centennial erash. MHI became worried
that pilots were not befng ade:quﬁtelytrained to t'ly this aircrafl. Accarding to Ralph Sorrels, a
deputy manager for MHI's pmdtm support division, the company is “‘deeply concerned” and
recommends that MLUI-2 pilots get Specmlu.ed training in ﬂlght simulators so they can test
emergency conditions and procedures in a safe environment.

You see, a crash by definition is an uncontrolled descent. In the case of my dear Irends crash,
which you can review through the internet. he crashed on someone’s driveway. Literally. As
vou can imagine, the homes present within a few hundred yards from a major airport are quite
closely condensed. It is unknown if it was his unquestioning skill or simply good fortune that no
une else wis even seratched as they went aboul their mornings that day. My concern really lies
in the “what if"s".
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i the case ol the crash ol Deceniber T 2004, the pline came to linal rest about 106Gy ards frem

u lwrge olfice huilding during their hours of vperation.

iaply @ prter el e betore aae ol these Wi Makers crishies mio an elemetn
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[his plane necds (o be erounded. Period

lollowing is the result of a query on the ntsb.gov website.

Jamary 2004 (o present for vour review.
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Make /
Model

Mitsubishi
MLU-2B-25

'Mitsubishi

MU-2B-26A

Mitsubishi
MLUI-2B8-60

Mitsubishi
MU=

Mitsubishi
MU-2R-10

Mitsubishi
MLLIB-60

Misubishi
MU-IB-26A

Milsubyishi
MU-28-16

Mitsubishi
ML-213-40

IRegist,
Number

NI1IMA

NAZIWF

NS3BEA

N9 IMA

N77DK

N7S5AF

NEIMF

N2OTUY

NYGEMA

Event
Severity

Frank4)

Nonfatal

Faral(2)

Nonfatal

Nonfatal

Fatal{1)

Nonfual

Fatali 1}

Futal(2)

| have only attached the incident {from

Type of Air
Carrier
Uperation
und Carrier
Name (Doing
HBusiness As)

Part 91:
General
Aviation
NSCH Pant
135: Alr Tuxi
& Commutar

NSCH Part
135 Air Tox
& Commuter

NSCH Pan
133 Air Taxi
& Commuier

Purt 91:
General
Aviation
NSCH Parnt
135: Air Taxi
& Commuter

Pan 91:
Genernl
Awviation
NSCH Pant
135 Alr Taxi
& Commuter

am 91
General
Avialion
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1wl Adr Disaster Alliance/Foundation, representing tamily mombers rom over 100
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Lyou regiire addinonal iiermation please do nol hesitate 1o contael me. | look Lorward o

g this issue at your vonivenience, and thank you in advance tor any assistance you niay




